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Saturday, May 10, 2025  |  10:00 a.m. 
Jonas T. Kennedy Health and Wellness Complex

Dr. Dwaun J. Warmack, President
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  Claflin History

Their  
Rightful  
Place
Claflin University was founded in 
1869 by Methodist missionaries to 
prepare freed slaves to take their 
rightful places as full American 
citizens. The University takes 
its name from two Methodist 
churchmen, Massachusetts
Governor William Claflin and his 
father, Boston philanthropist Lee 
Claflin, who provided a large part 
of the funds to purchase  
the campus. 

Dr. Alonzo Webster, a minister 
and educator from Vermont and 
a member of Claflin’s Board of 
Trustees, secured Claflin’s charter 
in 1869. The charter forbids 
discrimination of any sort among 
faculty, staff and students, making 
Claflin the first South Carolina 
University open to all students 
regardless of race, class or gender. 
Claflin opened its doors with  
Dr. Webster as its first president.

He came to South 
Carolina to teach at the 
Baker Biblical Institute in 
Charleston an institution 
established by the S.C. 
Mission Conference of 
1866 of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church for the 
education of African American 
ministers.  In 1870, the Baker 
Biblical Institute merged with 
Claflin University. An act by the 
South Carolina General Assembly 
on March 12, 1872, designated the 
South Carolina State Agricultural 
and Mechanical Institute as a part 
of Claflin University. Assembly 
passed an act of separation which 
severed the State Agricultural 
and Mechanical Institute from 
Claflin University and established 
a separate institution which 
eventually became South Carolina 
State University.
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The charter forbids
discrimination of

any sort...

Claflin has been served by  
nine presidents:
Dr. Alonzo Webster (1869-1874)

Dr. Edward Cooke (1874-1884)

Dr. Lewis M. Dunton (1884-1922)

Dr. Joseph B. Randolph (1922-1945)  

Dr. John J. Seabrook (1945-1955)

Dr. Hubert V. Manning (1956-1984)  

Dr. Oscar A. Rogers Jr. (1984-1994)  

Dr. Henry N. Tisdale (1994-2019)

Dr. Dwaun J. Warmack (2019-present)

Scan the QR code below to learn 
about our Presidential Medallion, 
Mace and the Tingley Cupola,
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  Academic Regalia

Inspired  
by Monks
The history of academic dress goes 
back to the Fourteenth Century 
European universities such as 
Oxford and Paris which grew out 
of church schools.  In the medieval 
time, both faculty and students 
were regarded as part of the clergy 
and wore their caps, gowns and 
hoods—modeled after the garb 
of the monks—daily, not just on 
special occasions.

The gown worn today seems to 
have evolved from the habit of 
Benedictine monks.  In the United 
States the gown is usually black, 
and its pattern varies according to 
the degree held.  

The bachelor’s gown has long 
pointed sleeves, and the master’s 
gown has an oblong sleeve with 
the rear part square and front part 
in an arc. The doctor’s gown in the 
Middle Ages was often furred, a 
feature that survives today in the 
ornamentation of velvet panels 
down the front and three velvet 
bars across the sleeve. The velvet 
is usually black, but may be 
a color designating the subject 
to which the degree pertains—
scarlet, for example, for divinity.
The head covering of academic 
regalia developed from the  
skull cap worn to protect

  White   Copper

  Olive Drab   Light Blue

  Scarlet   Brown

Art, Letters, Humanities Economics

Business Administration Education

Divinity/Theology Fine Arts
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the monks’ tonsured heads in 
cold weather. In universities, 
the cap acquired a point on top 
which evolved into the tassel, 
and in the United States, the cap 
itself became the mortarboard. 
Originally the monk’s hood was 
worn over the head in inclement 
weather or draped to the 
shoulders as a cowl.

At first both faculty and students
wore it, but early in the Sixteenth
Century it became restricted to
graduates, and to this day, it 
remains a mark of a degree holder. 
Today each college or university 

has added a distinctively-colored 
hoodlining by which graduates 
may be recognized in academic 
processions. Symbolically, 
the width of the hood’s velvet 
trimmings designates the level  
of the degree, its color heralding 
the major field of learning, and  
its lining identifying the institution 
that granted the degree.

Colors indicating fields of study by
members of the Claflin University
faculty are:

  Lemon   Sage Green

  Pink   Salmon Pink

  Dark Blue   Golden Yellow

Library Science Physical Education

Music Public Health

Philosophy Science

...its color heralding the major
fields of learning...
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DESHAUNA BARBER-ECHOLS  

Deshauna Barber-Echols is a dynamic international motivational speaker, 
Army veteran, former Miss USA and founder of the Women Veterans 
For Change. Renowned for her impactful and inspiring approach, Barber 
recently partnered with E.L.F. BEAUTY and Emerald Audio Network as 

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

Former Miss USA, Army Veteran and Motivational Speaker
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DESHAUNA BARBER-ECHOLS  

the host of their new limited podcast series, Valor, to highlight the 
extraordinary stories of courageous servicewomen throughout history, 
celebrating their bravery and resilience. 

Leveraging her unique experiences as an Army officer, STEM graduate, 
and advocate, Deshauna exemplifies the power of perseverance and 
resilience. Her journey from a decorated military career to becoming 
a top- rated speaker, sought after by Fortune 500 companies, 
underscores her remarkable ability to inspire and motivate. In 2019, 
Deshauna made history as the youngest President and CEO of 
the Service Women’s Action Network (SWAN), a leading nonprofit 
dedicated to advocating for servicewomen and female veterans. 
During her tenure, she championed women’s rights and resources on 
Capitol Hill, making significant strides in support of our nation’s service 
members. She has also launched a speaker mentorship course called 
Thrive, a cohort-based training program with 18 aspiring students 
pursuing careers as motivational speakers. Deshauna holds a Bachelor 
of Science in Business Management from Virginia State University, a 
Master of Science in Computer Information Systems and Services from 
the University of Maryland University College, and a Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion certification from Cornell University. Crowned Miss USA 
in 2016, Deshauna became the first soldier to win the title. She used 
her platform to advocate for increased support for soldiers with Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

With over 11 years of military service, she continues to emphasize  
the importance of mental health for service members and veterans.  
A survivor of childhood sexual abuse, Deshauna channels her 
experiences into empowering others, dedicating her life to inspiring 
and uplifting those around her. As a motivational speaker and 
advocate, her global mission is to encourage, inspire, and strengthen 
individuals, embodying her commitment to making a positive impact 
in the world.



Alma Mater
When the sun of Carolina
Mounts the eastern sky,
Proudly stands our Alma Mater,
On the hilltop high.

When the evening twilight deepens
And the shadows fall,
Linger long the golden sunbeams,
O’er the western wall.

When the Shades of night shall gather,
Dark the heart may be,
Still the rays of youth and love
Shall linger long o’er thee.

Chorus

Orange, Maroon, float for aye
Claflin fair o’er thee,
*May we all be leal and loyal
To thy memory

 Words: Etta Butler Rowe (1896-1903) | Harmonized by Dr. Fredericka 
Young (1962) *Revised by Dr. Isaiah McGee, 2014 | *original text “May thy 
sons be leal and loyal”
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Lift Every Voice  
& Sing By James Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the listening skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us, 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, 
Till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,  
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;  
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand. 
True to our God, 
True to our native land.

9
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presiding

prelude

processional

Dr. Michelle L. Mayo  
Provost and Vice President  
for Academic Affairs

Walter “Chuck” Wilson 
Guest Organist

War March Of The Priests 
Felix Mendelssohn

posting of the 
colors

hymn  
(congregation)

invocation

ROTC Color Guard

Lift Every Voice and Sing 
Lyrics by James W.  Johnson,  
Music by J. Rosamund Johnson

Reverend Larry D. McCutcheon ’72 
Interim Chaplain

greetings Chairman James Lehman, Esq.  
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

presentation  
of the  
golden class

president’s  
address

Mrs. Barbara Chappell  
Acting Vice President
Institutional Advancement

Dr. Dwaun J. Warmack 
President

challenge to 
the graduating 
seniors

Ms. Oreoluwa Jewel Ala ‘25  
Computer Science, BS 
Summa Cum Laude

introduction of  
commencement  
speaker

Mrs. LaKisha L. Warmack
First Lady

selection Ms. Terrica Foster ‘25
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Mrs. Barbara Chappell  
Acting Vice President
Institutional Advancement

commencement  
address

presentation of  
candidates for  
degrees

Mrs. Deshauna Barber-Echols 
Former Miss USA, Army Veteran  
and Motivational Speaker

Dr. Michelle L. Mayo 

conferring of degrees

induction of  
graduates into the 
alumni association

alma mater

Dr. Dwaun J. Warmack

Dr. Darralyn Hooker ‘02 
President, Claflin University  
International Alumni Association

arr. Fredericka R. Young

benediction Reverend Larry D. McCutcheon ’72

recessional

postlude

“Grand March” from Aida 
  Giuseppe Verdi

Walter “Chuck” Wilson

*The diploma will be issued based on confirmation from the Office of Records and 
Registration that the student has completed all graduation requirements.

I do solemnly vow and affirm that as an alumnus of Claflin University, I will 
do everything within my power to foster the spirit of intelligent inquiry in 
this University and harmony in mankind in the community in which I live 
and work, and will act to preserve these attributes at all times.

I do solemnly vow and affirm that as an alumnus of Claflin University,  
I will propagate and otherwise support the goals of the University and 
will give moral, mental and financial support, without reservation, 
willingly and to the fullest extent of my means.

I will, in the interest of Claflin University, assume this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion, so help me God.
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 Spring Class of 2025

BACCALAUREATE & MASTER DEGREES

school of business 
dr. nicholas j. hill, dean

Shania Macy Allen
Business Administration, BS | Cum Laude | Summerville, SC

Kennede Lama’i Alston Beaton
Management, BS |  Cum Laude | Charleston, SC

Kirrisha Bradford
Accounting, BS | North Charleston, SC

Reynolda Brown
Business Administration, MBA | Orangeburg, SC

Jayla Mone’t Bryant
Business Administration, BS |  Cum Laude | Moncks Corner, SC

Kacey Julia Craig
Accounting, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Birmingham, MI  

Danielle Lillian Dotson
Business Administration, MBA | Union, NJ

Keaira Dukes
Business Administration, BS | Cum Laude | Sumter, SC

Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student
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BACCALAUREATE & MASTER DEGREES

Kayla Michelle Ellis
Organizational Management (Online), BS | Aiken, SC  

Titus Galloway
Management, BS | Fort Mill, SC

Jordan T. Gibbs
Business Administration, BS | Atlanta, GA

Ke’Ondra Ke’Neeka Chazyria Green
Business Administration, BS | Darlington, SC

Shanya Rhyquelle Guess
Management, BS | Orangeburg, SC

Jamaicia Hargrave
Business Administration, BS | Columbia, SC

Sydnee J. Harrison
Business Administration, MBA | Aiken, SC

Darius Holmes 
Marketing, BS | Florence, SC  

Neil Andrew Huey Jr. 
Management, BS | Rock Hill, SC

Gabrielle Jaden James
Accounting, BS | Florissant, MO

Latina C. Keels
Organizational Management (Online) , BS | Summerville, SC

Marquis A. Kirkland
Business Administration, MBA | Orangeburg, SC
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Kameron A. Mack 
Management, BS | Hopkins, SC  

Jasmine Sierra McNeil
Management, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Rock Hill, SC

Kobe Bernard Miller
Business Administration, MBA | Chensee, SC
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Donovan John Mungenast 
Marketing, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Bethlehem, GA  

Kenneth LaTron Padgett Jr. 
Business Administration, MBA | Blythewood, SC

Marlon Pratt Jr
Business Administration, MBA | St. Louis, MO

Logan Victoria Rattley 
Management, BS | Huger, SC  

Janelle Sample
Business Administration, MBA | Orangeburg, SC

Mychelle Da’Zhana Simmons
Business Administration, BS | Ridgeville, SC

Jaylen Cantrell Simon 
Management, BS | Bishopville, SC  

Jalen Amari Tyson
Business Administration, BS | Buford, GA
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Katelyn Taosha Alvira Urie  
Business Administration, BS | Charleston, SC  

Ta’Kala Keirra Chamaine Wagner 
Accounting, BS | North Charleston, SC

Thomas Williamson
Business Administration, BS | Kyle, TX
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 Spring Class of 2025

BACCALAUREATE & MASTER DEGREES

school of education 
dr. anthony a. pittman, dean

Kennedy Makayla Baskerville 
Human Performance & Recreation, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Goose Creek, SC

Jada Buckhanon
Human Performance & Recreation, BS | Cum Laude | Hampton, VA

Kaila Olivia Symone Campbell
Human Performance and Recreation, BS | Haw River, NC

Michael Jarrett Coit II
Sport Management, BS | Cum Laude | Cheltenham, MD

Caleb Justin Dewees 
Sport Management, BS | Summerville, SC

Jamisha Shuntel Dunigan
Human Performance and Recreation BS | Cum Laude | Prattville, AL

Alexus Green
Human Performance and Recreation, BS | Orangeburg, SC

Aaliyah Tanea Gaines
Curriculum and Instruction, M.Ed. | Cope, SC

Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student
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Bethany Kamille Holloman
Early Childhood Program Administration, BS | Cum Laude | Columbia, SC

Jelani Xavier Howard
Human Performance and Recreation, BS | Atlanta, GA

Kristen Elise Hubbard
Human Performance and Recreation, BS | Summa Cum Laude | Dublin, GA

HowVante Jabari Hutcherson
Human Performance and Recreation, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Durham, NC

Kimora Jenkins
Early Childhood Program Administration, BS | North Charleston, SC

Eboni Sabrina Mallett
Early Childhood Program Administration, BS | Manning, SC

Madison Amira McDonald
Elementary Education, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Brooklyn, NY

Jocolbi Morgan
Human Performance and Recreation, BS | St. Petersburg, FL

Nya Morris 
Human Performance and Recreation, BS | Swissvale, PA

A’Shonna Moné Padgett
Early Childhood Program Administration, BS | Beaufort, SC

ed
u

ca
ti
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n

BACCALAUREATE & MASTER DEGREES

Human Performance & Recreation, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Goose Creek, SC

Amari E. Harris
Human Performance and Recreation, BS | Cum Laude | Matteson, IL
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Kerondre Shykeem Malachi Ransom
Early Childhood Program Administration, BS | Camden, SC

Michael Emanuel Shuler
Sport Management, BS | Summerville, SC

Jamie Caroline Simmons
Early Childhood Program Administration, BS | Cum Laude | St. George, SC

Jordan Terrell Simmons
Sport Management, BS | Clinton, NC

ed
u
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He’lenah Simpson-Williams
Early Childhood Program Administration, BS | North Charleston, SC

Trajon kwumay Pate
Human Performance and Recreation, BS  | Camden, SC

Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student

Aquilla Tiera Ross
Curriculum and Instruction, M.Ed. | Savannah GA.

Ashanti Jada White 
Human Performance and Recreation, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Longs, SC

Dewyna La’Shaun White
Human Performance and Recreation, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Holly Hill, SC

Jailen Jamel Ramsey Williams 
Sport Management, BS | Orangeburg, SC

Ashe’ TaMia Singleton
Early Childhood Program Administration, BS  | Huger, SC
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 Spring Class of 2025

BACCALAUREATE & MASTER DEGREES

school of humanities & 
social sciences 
dr. isaiah r. mcgee, dean

Arti’ce Allen
Psychology, BA | Columbia, SC

Astariah Sincere Anderson
Sociology , BA | Elgin, SC

Madison Marie Bell
Music, BA | Orangeburg, SC

Kaitlyn Alicia Best 
Criminal Justice, BA | Cum Laude | Manning, SC

Kelsie Bowers
Integrated Studies, BA | Chicago, IL

Ja’Nasia Nyree Bracy
Criminal Justice, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Dalzell, SC

De.Asia Brown
Integrated Studies, BA | Johns Island, SC

Desiree Kerria Brown
Political Science, BA | Beaufort, SC
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Human Performance and Recreation, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Holly Hill, SC
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Xanijah Bryant
Psychology, BA | Elgin, SC

Zhaviona Arie Burgess
Criminal Justice, BA | Cum Laude | Jacksonville, FL

Joèl Josiah Burgess
Psychology, BA | Cum Laude | Columbia, SC

Trinity Zier Byrd
Mass Communications, BA | Cum Laude | Eastover, SC

Cheyanne Nicole Chambers 
Mass Communications, BA | Magna Cum Laude | West Columbia, SC 

Deja Monique Commodore
Psychology, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Wadmalaw Island, SC

Kaitlyn Mckenzie Davis
Psychology, BA | Columbia, SC

Olivia Porshae Durant 
Sociology, BA | Cum Laude | Greelyville, SC

Terrica Danielle Foster
Music, BA | Spartanburg, SC

Jonnica Symone Fuller 
Psychology, BA | Columbia, SC

Jayla Monique Gamblin
Psychology, BA | Detroit, MI h
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Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student
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Catherine M. Gates
Criminal Justice, MS | Orangeburg, SC

Tykeria Ashanti Glover 
Criminal Justice, BA | Columbia, SC

Madison Andrea Gordon
Criminal Justice, BA | Cum Laude | Summerton, SC

Sierra Garcelle Gregg
Psychology, BA | Mt. Pleasant, SC

Kaliyah De’Maeja Lavette-Hall 
Political Science, BA | Summa Cum Laude | Hephzibah, GA

Meracle Ja’nae Jackson
Psychology, BA | Clarksville, TN

Savannah Mystique Jefferson
Mass Communications, BA | Cum Laude | Columbia, SC

Dana Makayla Joe
Psychology, BA | Summa Cum Laude | Darlington, SC

Miracle Alexandria Johnson
Criminal Justice, BA | Cum Laude | Ladson, SC

Acacia Nasiriya Johnson
Mass Communications, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Timmonsville, SC

Amanda Elise Johnson
Psychology, BA | Saint Peters, MO h
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Jhordyn Ja’Sean Jones 
Integrated Studies, BA | St. George, SC

Latricia Liz’e Jones
Political Science , BA | Magna Cum Laude | Houston, TX

Carlos Davon Keitt
Criminal Justice, BA | Cum Laude | Cameron, SC

Shayla Monique Kelly
Psychology, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Blythewood, SC
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Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student

Laya Kelly 
Studio Art, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Waterloo, SC

Kwa’Nas Zysanias Kiawoh
Criminal Justice, BA | Dillion, SC

Iyana Jasmonique Kinard
Criminal Justice, BA | Cum Laude | Greenville, SC

Myla Aubrey Lee
Psychology, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Sun City, AZ

Dakota Delores Magwood 
Psychology, BA | Summerville, SC

Bethany LaSchelle Major 
Studio Art, BA | Cum Laude | St. Helena Island, SC

Kourtney Nacole Massop
Criminal Justice, BA | Vinelnd, NJ
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Jessica Lorraine Mcclary 
Psychology, BA | Kingstree, SC

Lazarus Larryan-Gary McCray
Mass Communications, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Lynchburg, SC

Hannah Symone McFadden
Psychology, BA | Cum Laude | Lake City, SC

Alyssa Danielle McKnight
Criminal Justice, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Salters, SC
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Anaya Alexandria-Trimaine Mickel
Psychology, BA | Rock Hill, SC

Sanaa Jalinae Mims 
Psychology, BA | Adelanto, CA

Mahogany DeShae Mims-Lowden
Psychology, BA | Greenville, SC

Ratesha Evette Minus
Criminal Justice, BA | Bowman, SC

Azaria Nakala Mobley
Psychology, BA | Salters, SC

Genesis Morale Lecole Morris
Criminal Justice, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Florence, SC

Ckylee Moss
Political Science, BA | Denver, CO
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Zion Murry 
Criminal Justice, BA | Greenville, SC

Nigeria Leasia Myers
Criminal Justice, MS | Camden, SC

Tiandra Chemeré Myers 
Psychology, BA | Holly Hill, SC

Aniya Newkirk
Psychology, BA | Sumter, SC
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Julien Sebastian Odom
African American Studies, BA | Durham, NC

Iyanna Pickens
Mass Communications, BA | Greenville, SC

Kennerde’ Yvonne Powell
Integrated Studies, BA | Ladson, SC

Jazmine Elizabeth Prince
Integrated Studies, BA | Columbia, SC

Eden Rattley 
Psychology, BA | Huger, SC

Robert Cameron Ravenell
Mass Communications, BA | Ladson, SC

Laniece Kametria Richardson 
Psychology, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Miami, FL

Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student
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Camesha LaShon Robertson 
Criminal Justice, BA | Sumter, SC

Trinity NaShea Robinson
Mass Communications, BA | Cum Laude | Goose Creek, SC

Keenan Croutch Robinson Jr.
Music Education , BA | Magna Cum Laude | Decatur, GA

Jabari Khalil Rodgers
Music, BA | St. Matthews, SC
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Azasha K. Scott
Psychology, BA | Nesmith, SC

Shakira Lashae’ Shirer
Criminal Justice, BA | Cum Laude | Columbia, SC

Kendell Yvonne Simmons
Criminal Justice, BA | Cum Laude | Moncks Corner, SC

Erin Leigh Canady Simms 
History, BA | Cum Laude | Lithonia, GA

Izayiah Demetrius Smalls
Integrated Studies, BA | North Charleston, SC

Breeze O’Neal Smith
Studio Art, BA | Summa Cum Laude | Memphis, TN

Kofi Lateef Springs Jr.
Mass Communications, BA | Elgin, SC
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Ciana Stewart-McQuiller
Criminal Justice, BA | Edison, NJ

Ja’Maiya LaShawn Strait 
Integrated Studies, BA | Bessemer, AL

Maegan Strawther
Sociology, BA | Cum Laude | Columbia, SC

Tailah Amya Stroman
Psychology, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Goose Creek, SC
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Mikiya Iyonna Stukes
Criminal Justice, BA | Denmark, SC

Ishawndria Jaylana Sumpter 
Psychology, BA | North Charleston, SC

Anasha Tionne Thomas
Political Science, BA | Maple Ridge, British Columbia

Marcus Thomason
Mass Communications, BA | Cum Laude | Simpsonville, SC

Jordan Michael Toney
Digital Design, BA | Magna Cum Laude | Elgin, SC

Cristian Mya White 
Psychology, BA | Orangeburg, SC

Charvion Simone Whittenburg
Criminal Justice, BA | Elgin, SC

Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student
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Olivia Taylor Williams 
Criminal Justice, BA | Summa Cum Laude | Summerville, SC

Zynea El’Yorra Williams
Music, BA | Cum Laude | Denmark, SC

JaQuan Christopher Williams
Psychology, BA | Cum Laude | Moncks Corner, SC

Tre’Shauna Amour Williams
Psychology, BA | Cum Laude | Columbia, SC
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Genesis Alayzia Williams
Psychology, BA | Lexington, SC

Zekiea Williamson
Sociology, BA | Darlington, SC

Charles Andrew Wofford
Political Science, BA | Cum Laude | Nesbit, MS

James Jaydon Wright
Psychology, BA | Timmonsville, SC
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 Spring Class of 2025

BACCALAUREATE & MASTER DEGREES

SCHOOL OF NATURAL
SCIENCES & MATHEMATICS 
dr. verlie a. tisdale, acting dean

Deloree Abreyel Adams
Chemistry, BS | Rock Hill, SC

Eugene Kinard Addison Jr.
Biotechnology, MS | Columbia, SC

Akyla Aiken
Biochemistry, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Decatur, GA

Oreoluwa Ala
Computer Science, BS | Summa Cum Laude | Nigeria

Zaqueu Calisto Antonio
Biotechnology, MS | Mutare, Manicaland, Zimbabwe

Michael Antonio Austin
Biology, BS | Summa Cum Laude | Statesboro, GA

Tyler LeVerne Blakney
Computer Science, BS | Hartsville, SC

Angela Renee Brown
Nursing Leadership and Administration, MS | Summerville, SC

Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student
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Erika Brown-Blair
Nursing Leadership and Administration, MS | Blythewood, SC

Sterlin Symone Carson
Biology, BS | Orangeburg, SC

Breyanna Nicole Collins
Biology, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Evans, GA

N’Kyah Denise Cribb
Biology, BS | Latta, SC

Serenity Amaiyah Davidson
Biology, BS | Summerville, SC

Brandon Lee Davis
Biology, BS | Salt Lake , SC

Briana Rose Davis
Biology, BS | Lake City, SC

Satreva Denee’ Dogan
Nursing Leadership and Administration, MS | Simpsonville, SC

Zaria Nastassjia Duckett
Management Information Science, BS | Mauldin, SC

Joshua Zachary Elmore
Computer Science, BS | Orangeburg, SC

Shaleshia Nierra Funn
Chemistry, BS | Green Pond, SC
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BACCALAUREATE & MASTER DEGREES
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Tia Dekala Gadson
Biology, BS | Walterboro, SC

Rori MaiJoi Goff
Biochemistry, BS | Cum Laude | Columbia, SC

Gabrielle My’Hanh Goldsmith
Biology, BS | Cum Laude | Birmingham , AL

Auriel Elizabeth Gonzalez
Biology, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Summerville, SC

Ny’Sir Ja’Quez Gray
Biology, BS | Sumter, SC

Khalil Rajuan Hamilton-Hart
Computer Engineering, BS | North Charleston, SC

Princess Renee Hancock
Nursing Leadership and Administration, MS | Columbia, SC

Aaliyah Haynes
Computer Science, BS | Orangeburg, SC

Anaya Henry
Management Information Science, BS | Columbia, SC

Jadrien Javarous Huell
Computer Engineering, BS | Cum Laude | Lane, SC

Javian D. Huell
Computer Engineering, BS | Cum Laude | Lane, SC
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Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student
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Ernest Gregory Jenkins 
Biotechnology, MS | Beaufort, SC

Taylin Khyla Johnson
Biology, BS | Pflugerville, TX

Zoë Christina Johnson
Management Information Science, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Laplace, LA

Lashauna Tayisha Joseph
Chemistry, BS | Roanoke, VA

Raven Jamya Kelly-Bowens
Biology, BS | Greenville, SC

Glory Cletus David Kuhturu
Biotechnology, MS | Mutare, Manicaland

Adrian Mikez Lockwood
Computer Science, BS | Cum Laude | North Charleston, SC

Brenda Makonyere
Biotechnology , MS | Mutare, Manicaland

Mercedes Givonnia McDaniel 
Environmental Science, BS | Elgin, SC

Tanyanika B. McMillian
Nursing Leadership and Administration, MS | Mt. Pleasant, SC

Ziya Kelis Middleton
Biology, BS | Cum Laude | Grovetown, GA
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Shania Terryana Middleton 
Biology, BS | Andrews, SC

Neill Miller
Biotechnology, MS | Augusta, GA

Ky-Mani Miller
Biotechnology, MS | Denmark, SC

Kailee Rebecca Milligan
Biochemistry, BS | Cum Laude | Charleson, SC

Kaldrian L. Moore Jr
Biotechnology , MS | Cum Laude | Edwards, MS

Sadé Nicole Moultrie 
Biology, BS | St. Helena Island, SC

Tzuriel Leonard Mcherrin Murray
Computer Engineering, BS | Eutawville, SC

Trinity Breana Myers
Biology, BS | Summa Cum Laude | Columbia, SC

Abiud Nyachiro Nyamongo
Biotechnology, MS | Mutare, Manicaland

Nailah Bryanna LaShonda Outing
Environmental Science, BS | Cum Laude | Hopkins, SC

Ben’Aje Almanj Parker
Biology, BS | Charleston, SC
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Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student
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Imerria Reneé Peoples
Biology, BS | Cayce, SC

Tracey Jeannette Phillips
Nursing Leadership and Administration, MS | Columbia, SC

Jasausha Deleila Lanina Pope
Biology, BS | Scranton, SC

Kadrian Porter
Biology, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Columbia, SC

Juana Sherri Rambert 
Nursing Leadership and Administration, MS | Summerville, SC

Briana Danisia Robinson
Biology, BS | Atlanta, GA

Dinari Mutinta’ Sabb
Computer Science, BS | Allendale, SC

AriAnna Alexis Sanders
Biotechnology, MS | Orangeburg, SC

Tai’Jah Nakaiya Shepherd
Biology, BS | Pineville, SC

Kamren Makayla Olisa Shine
Chemistry, BS | Charleston, SC

Malique Jarrell Simpson 
Biotechnology, BS | North Charleston, SC
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Kaelyn Sharai Lynn Singleton
Biology, BS | Cum Laude | Gaston, SC

Jay’lah Alyse Smith
Biology, BS | Magna Cum Laude | Irmo, SC

Aiyana Chanel Smith
Biology, BS | Moncks Corner, SC

Jakarriya Snow
Biology, BS | Lake City, SC

Jy’Nese B. Spivey
Computer Science, BS | Orangeburg, SC

Brianna Stafford
Environmental Science, BS | Wadmalaw Island, SC
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Denotes Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College Student

Stephanie Lee Stancil
Nursing Leadership and Administration, MS | Branchville, SC

Shamaria Ny’Ara Stroman
Computer Science , BS | Cum Laude | Orangeburg, SC

Tyriek Dezhan Thompson 
Biology, BS | Orangeburg, SC

Taniya Shykeria Timmons 
Biology, BS | Johnsonville, SC

Railyn LaRose Tobin
Biology, BS | Blythewood, SC
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Biology, BS | Summa Cum Laude | Moncks Corner, SC

Ariana Ja’nae Watson
Biology, BS | Saint Helena island, SC

Kalynn Wesby 
Biotechnology, MS | Hephzibah, GA 

Aaliya LaShay Williams
Biology, BS | Harleyville, SC
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*The diploma will be issued based on confirmation from  
the Office of Records and Registration that the student  
has completed all graduation requirements.
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CONGRATULATIONS   GRADUATES
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ACADEMIC 
HONORS
Academic Honors are awarded at graduation to baccalaureate degree 
candidates who have achieved one of the following cumulative 
scholastic averages:

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
With Highest Distinction 3.90 - 4.00

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
With Great Distinction      3.75 - 3.89

CUM LAUDE
With Distinction        3.50 - 3.74

The Gold Stole is worn by students who have achieved Academic Honors 
distinction. 

The Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College, a College within the University, 
offers a stimulating, rigorous learning environment for high-achieving 
students and for first-year students who come to Claflin clearly prepared 
for success in their university-level work.  The Honors College provides 
a program that includes rigorous and coherent learning experiences, 
intense academic advising, cultural enrichment activities, community 
service experiences, and other activities designed to enhance and 
develop students’ academic and leadership potential. The Gold Cord is 
worn by students of the Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College.
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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY  
CLASS OF 1975

1.     Vannie Deloris Barr-Fisher
2.    Deloris Chavis Battle
3.    Larry Blanding
4.    Elizabeth Tisdale- Brooks
5.    Clara B. Butler
6.    Gerald Clinkscales
7.     Mitchell Cobbs
8.    Julaunder Valgienia Davis
9.    Patricia A. Felder
10.  Frances Simon Fields
11.   Willie L. Frazier
12.  Michael V. Gamble
13.  May F. Givens
14.  John Gooden, Jr. 
15.  Debra Austin Graham
16.  Arthurmae S. Gray
17.   Lloyd Asberry Grimes
18.   Jocelyn Hart Hamilton
19.   Moses Lee Harvin, Sr. 
20.  Hezekiah Lynwood Hayes, Jr. 
21.   Juanita Hilliard
22.  Dearie R. Huggins
23.  Kenneth Hutchinson
24.  James Jeffries
25.  Olympia Fashion Jenkins

26.  Nealie L. Johnson
27.   L. Sheree Johnson-Brock
28.  Margie Zeigler Kennebrew
29.  Sandra P. Knotts
30.  Gloria Jean Lane
31.   Gail B. Mack
32.   Ralph Martino
33.   Gussie Minus
34.   Paulette Sumter Morgan
35.   Karen A. Brown Page
36.   Betty Macon Pelzer
37.    Deborah L. Ritter-Grant
38.   Dorothy Larrymore Sanders
39.   Earthalyn Sellers
40.   Alphine Simmons
41.    Sheryl W. Simmons
42.   Ruby Knotts Stewart
43.   Genell J. Tarte
44.   Vela McClam Mitchell Thomas
45.   Mary Berry Ulmer
46.   George Watson
47.    Alma Y. White
48.   Lisbon J. Williams, Sr. 
49.   Kay Smith Williams
50.   Yvonne Kelly Wilson
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James K. Lehman, Esq., Chair of the Board

Mrs. Lessie Price, Vice Chair of the Board

Mrs. Jessica Aaron

Mrs. Aparna Bawa

Mr. Keith M. Clarke

Bishop Robin Dease, ’92

Dr. Willie L. Frazier, ’75

Artis Hampshire-Cowan, Esq.

Dr. John O. Herring, ’77

William H. Johnson, Esq., ’72

Mr. George Loening

Ms. Janice W. Marshall, ’69

Mr. Virgil R. Miller

Mrs. Hema Patel

Dr. Trudie K. Reed

Mr. Robert E. Scarborough

Rev. Dr. Albert Shuler, ’74

Mrs. Joan Steward Stevens, ’70

William L. Thompson, Esq.

Mr. John D. Uprichard

(Ret.) Brigadier General Twanda Young, ’89

Mr. Charles Winton

Dr. Dwaun J. Warmack, Ex-Officio

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dr. Dwaun J. Warmack, President
Dr. Michelle L. Mayo, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Ms. Mary Oakman, Associate Vice President for Human Resources
Mr. Reynolda Brown, Vice President for Enrollment Management
Mrs. Barbara Chappell, Acting Vice President for Institutional Advancement
Dr. Leroy A. Durant, Vice President for Student Development and Services  
Dr. Teresa Hardee, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer
Dr. Zia Hasan, Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness
Ms. Ashley S. Schofield, Interim Vice President for Fiscal Affairs
Mr. Tony O’Neal, Athletics Director
Dr. Cletra Peters, Vice President and Chief of Staff
Ms. Melvenia C. Williams, Executive Administrative Assistant to the President

PRESIDENT’S CABINET

TRUSTEE EMERITUS
Rev. Harold G. Wallace



43

MACE BEARER
Dr. John Jasina

GRAND MARSHAL
Dr. Peggy S. Ratliff

DEPUTY MARSHALS
Dr. Nathan Chaplin 
Ms. Veronica Cohen
Mrs. Marilyn Gibbs Drayton 
Mrs. Zelda M. Lee
Dr. Karina Liles

Dr. Johnny Lowery
Dr. Nicholas Panasik
Dr. Tara Saracina
Dr. Nick Robinson
Dr. Nesan S. Sriskanda

COMMENCEMENT COMMITTEE
Mr. Stanley Baker
Ms. Dietra M. Banks
Mrs. Sharon H. Briggman
Mr. Reynolda Brown
Mrs. Barbara Chappell
Ms. Nankwanga Cherry
Mr. Joseph C. Cotton 
Dr. Arthur E. Doctor
Dr. Leroy Durant
Captain John Goodwin 
Mrs. Sonya Goodwin
Mr. Teddy Hayes
Ms. Helaine Y. Hayes
Dr. Nicholas J. Hill
Dr. Isaiah McGee
Ms. Shirley Hugee
Mr. Muhammad Hossain
Mr. Hayden Hutchings 
Ms. Angela Jamison
Ms. Naysha Jamison

Ms. Patricia Kresl
Mr. William C. Kropff
Mrs. Zelda M. Lee
Mrs. Robercine Linder
Mr. Larry D. McCutcheon
Ms. Tonyetta McDaniel
Mr. Colin Myers 
Dr. Cletra Peters
Dr. Anthony A. Pittman
Ms. Carolyn Ravenell 
Dr. Monica Greene Robertson
Ms. Carolyn Snell
Dr. Verlie Tisdale 
Mr. Gregg White
Mr. Edgar D. Williams
Director Melvin Williams
Mrs. Queen Elizabeth Wilson
Mr. Mike Zeigler
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400 Magnolia Street, Orangeburg, SC 29115

www.claflin.edu


