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Lesson Plan 

The Great Gatsby Chapter 3: Compare Gatsby’s Party to Present Day Celebrity Parties 

Standard Indicator: 
ELA.E3.AOR.1.1 Evaluate how multiple perspectives, context, and key elements work 
together to enhance and 
deepen meaning or style within and across texts. ELA.E3.AOR.1.2 Evaluate an author’s 
use of figurative language 
within and across texts. 
ELA.E3.AOR.5.1 Analyze how an author uses diction, syntax, and text structure to create 
effects (e.g., mystery, 
tension, surprise) and contribute to the overall meaning in a literary text. 
ELA.E3.AOR.7.1 Determine or clarify the meaning of known, unknown, and 
multiplemeaning words and phrases, 
choosing from an array of strategies: a. use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) to determine the meaning of words and 
phrases; 
ELA.E3.AOR.8.1 Interpret an author’s use of figurative, connotative, and technical 
language in literary 
Lesson Objective: 
Students will analyze Gatsby’s party as a reflection of illusion versus reality in Chapter 3 
of The Great Gatsby. 

Anticipatory Set 

What do people expect from wealth and fame? Think/Write/Share 

Direct Instruction 

Teacher will provide background on the Roaring Twenties’ culture of excess. Read aloud 
key scenes from Gatsby’s party. 

Guided Practice 

Teacher will guide students to complete an annotation activity on passages that reveal 
Gatsby’s mysterious persona and the fakeness/superficial nature of his surroundings 
which is the opposite of truth/genuineness. 

Assignment: 

Students will write 3 -4 paragraphs comparing Gatsby’s party to modern celebrity culture 

Closure: 

Exit ticket: What theme about the American Dream does Fitzgerald develop in Chapter 
3? 



Name of Teacher: Ms. Janice Smith 

School: Lake Marion High School 

 

 
PROMPT:  If I Were in West Egg: If I Lived in Gatsby’s World” 

Write a set of 3 journal entries as yourself, but placed inside the world of The Great Gatsby or as 
yourself reacting to the book from 2025. 

Choose your path: 

 In Gatsby’s World 

Write 3 entries like you are living during the Jazz Age: 

1. Entry 1: Your first time at one of Gatsby’s parties 
2. Entry 2: After you learn the truth about Gatsby and Daisy 
3. Entry 3: After Gatsby’s death, reflecting on what it all meant 

Requirements: 

• Each entry: at least 1 page 
• Honest, reflective tone (you can be casual but thoughtful) 
• At least one connection per entry: 

o To a symbol, 
o To a theme (American Dream, love, money, image vs. reality, carelessness), 
o Or to your own life or today’s culture 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

English 3 Rubric – “If I Were in West Egg” Journal Entries 

 

Total: 100 points 

1. Depth of Reflection & Insight — 30 pts 

Exceeds Expectations (27–30): 
Entries are rich, thoughtful, and emotionally or intellectually deep. Writer makes strong 
reflections on characters, themes, symbols, or modern connections. Insights feel original and 
fully developed. 

Meets Expectations (23–26): 
Entries show clear reflection with some thoughtful ideas. Connections to themes, symbols, or 
personal experiences are present and explained. 

Approaching (19–22): 
Some reflection is present but surface-level. Connections may be brief, obvious, or 
underdeveloped. 

Needs Improvement (0–18): 
Little to no reflection. Entries feel rushed, random, or disconnected from the novel. 

 

2. Use of Required Connections — 20 pts 

Exceeds (18–20): 
Every entry includes at least one strong connection—to a symbol, theme, or personal 
experience—and explains its significance clearly. 

Meets (15–17): 
Most entries contain a clear connection with basic explanation. 

Approaching (12–14): 
Connections may be unclear, weak, or not fully explained. 

Needs Improvement (0–11): 
Few or no meaningful connections. Explanations missing or inaccurate. 

 

3. Creativity, Voice & Engagement — 20 pts 



Exceeds (18–20): 
Writer’s voice is vivid, engaging, consistent, and authentic. Entries show imagination—
especially if writing from inside Gatsby’s world. Strong sense of mood, personality, and 
viewpoint. 

Meets (15–17): 
Voice is mostly clear and entries show effort. Some creative elements appear. 

Approaching (12–14): 
Writing is straightforward with little creativity or personal tone. 

Needs Improvement (0–11): 
Flat, generic, or incomplete voice. No sense of personality or creativity. 

 

4. Development & Length — 20 pts 

Exceeds (18–20): 
Each entry is at least one full page, well-organized, and developed with details that enrich the 
reflection. 

Meets (15–17): 
All entries reach the minimum length and have some development. 

Approaching (12–14): 
One entry may be short or lacking detail. Development may feel incomplete. 

Needs Improvement (0–11): 
Entries are noticeably under length, incomplete, or lack effort. 

 

5. Language, Conventions & Clarity — 10 pts 

Exceeds (9–10): 
Writing is clear and mostly polished. Minor errors don’t interrupt meaning. 

Meets (7–8): 
Some errors present but do not significantly interfere with understanding. 

Approaching (5–6): 
Frequent errors distract from meaning. 

Needs Improvement (0–4): 
Grammar, punctuation, and spelling issues make the entries difficult to follow. 



 

Overall Breakdown 

Category Points 

Reflection & Insight 30 

Required Connections 20 

Creativity & Voice 20 

Development & Length 20 

Conventions 10 

Total 100 pts 
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English 2 Text-Dependent Writing: To Inform 

 
The English 2 Text-Dependent Writing (TDW) rubric is a holistic scoring tool that describes the 
characteristics of a written response for each score point within each domain. The rubric may 
assist teachers with evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of student informational writing in 
an instructional setting and on released TDW items and responses (when available). The TDW 
rubric for Informational Writing is a 6-point, 2-trait rubric. 
 
Trait 1 
This trait examines a student’s ability to establish a controlling idea, support the idea with 
evidence from the text(s), and elaborate on the controlling idea using facts, definitions, details, 
and/or quotes. Each response is scored holistically. The total score point is determined by 
demonstrating most of the descriptors in each domain: structure, development, and coherence.  
 

Score 
Point Level Descriptor 

4 Exceeds 
Expectations 

The 4-point response is a well-developed informative response that 
examines a topic in-depth and skillfully conveys ideas and 
information clearly based on a text(s). 

3 Meets 
Expectations 

The 3-point response is a complete informative response that 
examines a topic and presents related information based on a 
text(s). 

2 Minimally Meets 
Expectations 

The 2-point response is an incomplete or oversimplified response 
that minimally attempts to examine a topic and present information 
based on a text(s). 

1 Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

The 1-point response is a weak attempt to write an informative 
response that may be loosely based on a text(s). 

 
Trait 2 
This trait examines a student’s ability to demonstrate control of language usage, conventions, and 
mechanics as embodied in E2.C.4 of the 2023 South Carolina College-and-Career-Ready ELA 
Standards (SC CCR).  Students are scored as Meets Expectations or Does Not Meet Expectations. 
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EOCEP for English 2 TDW Holistic Scoring Rubric 
Six-point, Two-trait Rubric: To Inform 

Trait 1: This trait examines a student’s ability to effectively establish a controlling idea, support the idea with evidence from the text(s), and elaborate on the controlling idea 
using relevant facts, definitions, details, and/or quotes. 

Each response is scored holistically. The total score point is determined by demonstrating most of the descriptors in each domain: structure, development, and coherence. 
 

Score Point Structure Development Coherence 
4 

Exceeds 
Expectations 

 
A well-developed informative 

response that examines a 
topic in-depth and skillfully 

conveys ideas and 
information clearly based on 

a text(s). 

- Effectively introduces the topic  
- Includes a focused controlling idea that is 
skillfully maintained throughout the response 

- Uses an organizational structure that effectively 
strengthens the response and allows for the 
advancement of the controlling idea 

- Uses varied transitions to effectively connect and 
clarify relationships between ideas and concepts 

- Provides an effective introduction and a 
concluding statement or section that supports the 
information presented 

- Effectively demonstrates a thorough 
understanding  
of the task, topic, and information from the text(s) 

- Effectively develops the topic using relevant facts, 
definitions, details, and quotes 

- Smoothly integrates elaboration of thoughts which 
includes original student thinking combined with 
summary, paraphrasing, and text evidence 

- Integrates precise vocabulary to skillfully 
strengthen and further ideas 

- Skillful use of varied sentence types and phrasing 
that contributes to the fluidity of ideas 

- Uses a voice that enhances the overall response 
- Establishes and purposely maintains a tone and 
style appropriate to the task and purpose 

3 
Meets 

Expectations 
 

A complete informative 
response that examines a 
topic and presents related 

information based on a 
text(s). 

- Introduces the topic  
- Includes a focused controlling idea that is 
consistently maintained throughout the response 

- Uses an organizational structure that strengthens 
the response and allows for the advancement of 
the controlling idea 

- Uses varied transitions to connect and clarify 
relationships between ideas and concepts 

- Provides a sufficient introduction and a 
concluding statement or section that supports the 
information presented 

- Demonstrates a sufficient understanding of the 
task, topic, and information from the text(s) 

- Develops the topic adequately using relevant facts, 
definitions, details, and/or quotes 

- Provides adequate elaboration of thoughts which 
includes original student thinking combined with 
summary, paraphrasing, and/or text evidence 

- Integrates vocabulary to strengthen and further 
ideas 

- Uses varied sentence types and phrases to 
contribute to the fluidity of ideas 

- Establishes and maintains a style and tone 
appropriate to the task and purpose 

2 
Minimally Meets 

Expectations 
 

An incomplete or 
oversimplified response that 
attempts to examine a topic 

and present information 
based on a text(s). 

- Introduces the topic  
- Controlling idea may be unclear or insufficiently 
sustained throughout the response 

- Uses an organizational structure that may be 
repetitive or inconsistent 

- Uses transitions to connect ideas but cohesion is 
inconsistent 

- Introduction and concluding statement or section 
may be repetitive or ineffective 

- Demonstrates a partial or incomplete 
understanding of the task and topic 

- Inconsistently develops the topic with little 
relevant information and may over-rely on the text 

- Elaborates on thoughts but ideas may be repetitive 
or loosely related to the controlling idea 

 

- Vocabulary and word choice may be limited or 
inconsistently used, showing a partial command of 
the expression of ideas 

- Sentence structure may be simplistic or lacking 
grade-appropriate language  

- Establishes a style and tone appropriate to the task 
and purpose but does not maintain throughout the 
response 

 
1 

Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

 
A weak attempt to write an 

informative response that may 
be loosely based on a text(s). 

- Controlling idea may be confusing or absent, 
demonstrating a misunderstanding of the topic or 
task 

- Demonstrates little to no organizational structure 
- Transitions may be missing or confusing 
- Introduction and concluding statement or section 
may be missing or unrelated to the response 

- Response may be too brief to demonstrate an 
understanding of the topic or may consist mostly 
of a summary of the text(s) 

- Evidence from the text(s) may be missing or 
confusing  

- Elaboration of thoughts may consist of vague or        
confusing ideas 

- Vocabulary and word choice may be unclear or 
confusing  

- Sentence structure may be confusing 
- Style and tone may be inappropriate to the task 
and purpose 
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EOCEP for English 2 TDW Holistic Scoring Rubric 
Six-point, Two-trait Rubric: To Inform 

Trait 2: This trait examines a student’s ability to demonstrate control of language usage, conventions, and mechanics as embodied in the 2023 SC CCR ELA Standards. 
 

Score Point Descriptor 

2 
Meets 

Expectations 

The student’s response demonstrates a command of language usage and conventions.  
• Demonstrates a consistent command of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 
• Uses clear and complete sentence structure, with variety 

Has minor errors in usage and/or conventions that do not interfere with meaning 

1 
Does Not Meet 

Expectations 

The student’s response demonstrates a weak command of language usage and conventions. 
• Demonstrates an inconsistent command of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 
• Has patterns of fragments, run-ons, and other sentence structure errors that interfere with meaning 

Has frequent errors in usage and conventions that interfere with meaning 
0 The student’s response demonstrates a pattern of errors that significantly interfere with meaning. 

 
Non-

Scorable 
Code 

Reason Descriptor 

B Blank The response area is completely blank. 

R Refusal The response indicates a refusal to attempt the task (e.g., “I don’t know.”) 

C Copied The response consists mostly of material copied from the text and contains little to no original student thinking. 

I Insufficient The response is too limited to score. 

UR Unreadable The response is made up of nonsense words, random keystrokes, or illegible handwriting. 

OL Other 
Language The response is written in a language other than English. 

OT Off-Topic The response makes no reference to the item or text provided but does not indicate a refusal. 

 



The Great Gatsby 

Writing Assignment 

 

Choose ONE of the three assignments listed below to complete.  Follow the directions for the 
chosen assignment exactly as they are written.  All prewriting, rough drafts, revisions, etc. 
must be done on paper.  Your final typed assignment will be submitted in NoRedInk.   

 

Option 1:   From My Point of View… 

Fitzgerald structures the telling of The Great Gatsby on the point of view of Nick Carraway.  
What if Fitzgerald had selected Daisy, Gatsby, Tom, Myrtle, George or Jordan as a first-
person narrator in some of the novel’s scenes?  The choice of perspective makes a profound 
difference on the telling. 

Rewrite one section or event from The Great Gatsby from a different point of view.  For 
example, you might rewrite the reunion of Jay and Daisy from the perspective of Daisy. 

Be consistent regarding the sense of time and the tense.  Is the narrator looking back (past 
tense) or telling the story as it happens (present tense)?  The event you write should be at 
least one handwritten page, single spaced. 

 

 

Option 2:   Dear Sweetheart… 

During the 1920s, writing letters to one’s family, friends, and loved ones was one of the main 
methods of communication if a person was not nearby.  Phones were only owned by the 
wealthy, and, of course, there was no internet available to send emails to anyone.   

Your assignment is to write ONE of the following letters: 

• From Gatsby to Daisy persuading her to leave Tom for him 
• From Nick to Gatsby persuading him to give up his hopes for a relationship with Daisy 
• From Jordan to Nick persuading him to pursue his relationship with her 
• From Myrtle to Tom persuading him to leave Daisy for her 



Your letter should follow standard letter format (we will discuss in class).  It should include an 
introduction, a body that includes at least 3 convincing reasons your reader should consider, 
and a conclusion.  The letter should be at least one handwritten page, single spaced. 

 

 

Option 3:   Behind Closed Doors… 

Because the novel is told from the perspective of Nick Carraway, Fitzgerald does not provide 
us with any details into what happens in the Buchannan home following the car accident 
that kills Myrtle Wilson.  We only see Tom and Daisy sitting at a table talking. 

What do you think the conversation was like between the husband and wife?  What did 
Daisy tell Tom?  Do you think she confessed to being the driver of the car that killed Myrtle? 
What did Tom say to Daisy?  Why did the Buchannans leave town so quickly?  Etc. 

Write the scene from the perspective of a third-person narrator.  Explain the conversation as 
if it were part of the novel.  Provide details about the characters’ emotions.  Create realistic 
dialogue between Tom and Daisy.  Your scene should be at least one handwritten page, 
single spaced. 

 

 

 

FINAL DRAFTS:  After completing the stages of the writing process on 
paper and feedback is provided by the instructor, the final draft will 
be typed and submitted in NoRedInk. 
 



 

 

RUBRIC FOR GRADING FINAL DRAFT: 
 Excellent  

3 Points 
Average 
2 Points 

Below 
Average 
1 Points 

Unacceptable 
0 Points 

Content Goes above 
and beyond 
assignment 
directions, 
brings new 
insight into the 
story 

Follows 
assignment 
directions as 
provided 

Follows some 
of the 
assignment 
directions but 
not all 

Does not 
follow the 
basic 
assignment 
directions 

Creativity Product 
creatively 
brings new 
insight into the 
story 
promoting an 
interest in the 
audience to 
know more 

Product is 
interesting 
and creative 
promoting 
some interest 
in the 
audience 

Product is a 
retelling of 
information 
the audience 
already 
knows, 
showing little 
creative 
attempt 

No creative 
attempt is 
shown 

Grammar, 
Punctuation, 
Spelling, 
Mechanics 

Fewer than 3 
errors 

4 to 6 errors 7 to 10 errors 10 or more 
errors 

Length and 
Format 

Exceeds 
minimum 
requirements 

Meets 
minimum 
requirements 

Does not 
meet 
minimum 
requirements 

Falls far below 
minimum 
requirements 

 



The Great 
Gatsby
Creative Choice Board: Exploring 
Illusions and Reality



Learning Objective
By project end, you will:

Synthesize themes from the novel using creative expression

Learning STANDARDS
ELA.E3.C.3.1 Write and intentionally use narratives within other modes of writing, using 
effective techniques, intentional details, and well-structured sequences for an intended 
purpose, including introducing an issue and/or supporting a claim.
ELA.E3.C.4.1 Use the rules of and make intentional decisions about standard English grammar 
and conventions to write compositions with varied sentence structures.
ELA.E3.C.7.1 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence effectively with an 
organization, development, and style appropriate for a variety of audiences, tasks, and 
purposes.



summary
Chapter 1: Nick arrives in West Egg and observes how Gatsby’s mansion and mysterious 
lifestyle symbolize the glamorous, elusive promise of the American Dream.
Chapter 2: The bleak Valley of Ashes reveals the corruption and inequality hidden beneath 
the glittering surface of the American Dream.
Chapter 3: Gatsby’s extravagant parties show how wealth can buy entertainment and 
attention but not genuine connection or fulfillment.
Chapter 4: Gatsby’s rise from poverty to status exposes the reinvention at the heart of the 
American Dream, but also its reliance on illusion and half-truths.
Chapter 5: Gatsby’s reunion with Daisy reveals the limits of the American Dream, as even 
his immense wealth cannot recreate the idealized past he longs for.
Chapter 6: Gatsby’s true origins show how the Dream encourages self-made identities.
Chapter 7: The confrontation in the hotel demonstrates the collapse of Gatsby’s Dream as 
the rich close ranks and Daisy retreats to the safety of her old-money world.
Chapter 8: Gatsby’s downfall shows how the American Dream can destroy those who 
pursue it blindly, especially when it is built on illusion rather than reality.
Chapter 9: Nick reflects on Gatsby’s life, recognizing how the American Dream drives people 
forward with hope even as it repeatedly escapes their reach.



Themes to Explore

American 
Dream

Wealth doesn't 
define success; 
Gatsby's money 

didn't buy 
acceptance.

Class & 
Status

Old money (Tom & 
Daisy) vs. new 

money (Gatsby) 
reveals deep social 

divides.

Love & 
Illusion

Gatsby loves an 
idealized version 
of Daisy, not the 

real woman she is.

Moral Decay
Despite the 

glamour, 
characters lie, 

cheat, and avoid 
responsibility.



Historical Context: The Roaring 
Twenties
A Decade of Change
The 1920s: economic boom, jazz, and new freedoms, 
yet also inequality and corruption.

Prohibition & Organized Crime
Alcohol's ban fueled bootlegging; Gatsby likely 
profited illegally.

The Lost Generation
Post-WWI disillusionment shaped writers like 
Fitzgerald, highlighting a hollow American Dream.

The Role of Women
Women gained suffrage but faced societal limits, 
mirrored in Daisy’s trapped existence.



Fitzgerald’s Techniques
1

Symbolism
Green light, 

Eckleburg's eyes, 
and Gatsby's shirts 

symbolize desire 
and morality.

2

Narrative 
Voice

Nick, observer and 
participant, offers 

a biased yet 
reflective view of 

Gatsby's story.

3

Structure
Novel builds 

tension slowly; 
Gatsby's past 

revealed in pieces, 
like a mystery.

4

Irony
Gatsby: lavish 
parties, lonely 
heart. Riches 

sought love, lost 
all.



Integrating Primary Sources
What Is a Primary Source?
A document or object created during the time 
being studied—like photos, letters, ads, or 
newspapers.

From the Library of Congress
You’ll use real 1920s images, ads, or articles to 
show historical context.

How to Use Them
● Overlay on a comic or collage
● Cite in a news broadcast
● Describe in a monologue or diary entry

Make the past come alive in your project!



Your Creative 
Choice Board
Choose ONE creative project that demonstrates your 
understanding of The Great Gatsby that integrates a 
LOC primary source, and explores the illusion vs. 
reality of the American Dream.



Option 1: American Dream Photo 
Collage

Find Images
Make a digital or hand-drawn 

infographic about one major theme. 

Create Collage
Use Canva or Google 

Slides to combine 
images into a digital 

collage.

Add Captions
Images show Gatsby's 

dream (wealth, Daisy) & 
downfall (corruption, loss).

Include quotes and 
visuals.

•The American Dream

•Wealth & Class
•Illusion vs. Reality

•Love & Obsession

**Get ideas from 

the Library of 

Congress.



Option 2: Dramatic Monologue

Choose POV
Write as Gatsby, Daisy, 

Nick, Tom, or Jordan 
reflecting on a key 

moment.

Use First Person
Include inner thoughts, 
emotions, and regrets. 
Make it raw and real.

Record It
Use AudioMass to record 
your performance. Focus 

on tone and pacing.



Option 3: Character Diary Entry

Pick a Day
Write from Gatsby or 

Daisy’s perspective during 
the reunion or hotel fight.

Show Emotion
Reveal private thoughts—
what they’d never say out 

loud.

Record Entry
Read your diary entry aloud 

on AudioMass, as if 
reading a private 

confession.



Option 4: Graphic Novel/Comic

Choose Scene
Illustrate the reunion, 
hotel confrontation, or 

Myrtle’s death.

Add Dialogue
Include quotes and 

narration. Use speech 
bubbles and captions.

Use Symbols
Overlay a Library of 

Congress historical image 
to show context.



Project Requirements
Must-Haves
● Show understanding of major concepts
● Use narrative techniques (first person, 

dialogue, emotion)
● Demonstrate strong grammar & sentence 

variety
● Be creative & well-presented
● Option 1 and 4 must be done in class.
● Script for Option 2 and diary entry for 

Option 3 must be done in class. The 
recording can be done at home.

Submission
● Due: 
● Submit on Canvas or present.



Criteria 3 – Exceeds Expectations 2 – Meets Expectations 1 – Needs Improvement

Content & Evidence

• Strong, clear connection to 

text and themes• LOC 

source used purposefully 

and effectively• 

Quotes/scenes accurate, 

relevant, and well-explained

• General connection to text 

and themes• LOC source 

included and mostly 

relevant• Quotes/scenes 

mostly accurate but may 

have minor errors

• Weak or unclear 

connection to text/themes• 

LOC source missing or 

misused• Quotes/scenes 

inaccurate or poorly 

explained

Creativity & Presentation

• Original, engaging, highly 

creative• Polished, 

professional look or sound• 

Media enhances the project

• Creative elements present 

but underdeveloped• 

Presentation mostly clear 

with minor issues• Media 

used but not fully effective

• Minimal creativity• 

Presentation incomplete or 

unclear• Media missing or 

poorly used

Timeliness
• Submitted on December 

12th (Friday) or earlier

• Submitted one school day 

late

• Submitted two or more 

days late

RUBRIC





F O R  Y O U R  P U R C H A S E

F E E D B A C K

I would greatly appreciate your 

review on this item. It takes less 

than a minute and TPT offers 

credits to spend on future 

purchases for each review! 

Simply go to your My Purchases  

page and click Provide 

Feedback beside this item.

F O L L O W  M Y  S T O R E

If you like my products, Follow 

Me on TpT. My goal is to reach 

10,000 followers. You’ll be the 

first to know about discounts, 

freebies and products! I 

actively add new products – 

freebies, units, lessons, activities 

and other items that proved 

successful in my classroom.

Click the Follow Button:

teacherspayteachers.com/Stor

e/Love-And-Let-Lit 

 

V I S I T  M Y  S T O R E

J O I N  M Y  E M A I L  L I S T  

R E C O M M E N D E D  R E S O U R C E S  

If you enjoy this resource, please visit my store for more 
teaching materials. In my classroom, I aim for high 

student engagement and easy teacher 
implementation. 

Click here to check out my other materials: 
teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Love-And-Let-Lit    

For free resources and teaching tips, Join my Email List! I 

send occasional emails and I will keep your email 

private. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.
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A unit plan bundle
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/To-Kill-a-Mockingbird-Unit-Plan-Novel-Study-W-Lesson-Plans-Chapter-Questions--2128476?utm_source=Resource%20Page%201&utm_campaign=Rec%20Resource%20List%20
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Crucible-Unit-Plan-Bundle-Lesson-Plans-Activities-Complete-Novel-Study-8250590?utm_source=Freebie&utm_campaign=Rec%20Resource%20List%20
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Of-Mice-and-Men-Unit-Plan-With-Test-Lesson-Plans-Activities-in-PDF-Digital-9222373?utm_source=Resource%20Page%201&utm_campaign=Rec%20Resource%20List%20
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The Great Gatsby Setting Scavenger Hunt

Links for Google Versions
Please choose the Google version that works best for your classroom. Click the links 

below and you will be asked to make a copy into your own Google Account: 

1. Writeable Google Version – Student Facing Pages With Writeable Text Boxes  

2. Copy of PDF Resource – This is the PDF copied into Google with the Sample Map. 

This includes both teacher facing and student facing pages. 
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More Resources for The Great Gatsby
A clipboard with a list of activities

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A group of people on a table

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A group of people standing in front of a group of people

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A group of text and images of a group of people

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A screenshot of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A collage of letters and a pen

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1m1UOaO-7F54GEfeIk3ZozlTTHiR88vGEOvFCYf2tBlg/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1m1UOaO-7F54GEfeIk3ZozlTTHiR88vGEOvFCYf2tBlg/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hBeSipbTSFtViW-Nyarpkdp3Mdmc9oHR2mVzI5DfcjU/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hBeSipbTSFtViW-Nyarpkdp3Mdmc9oHR2mVzI5DfcjU/copy
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Love-And-Let-Lit/Category/-The-Great-Gatsby-580180
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Love-And-Let-Lit/Category/-The-Great-Gatsby-580180
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Great-Gatsby-Unit-Plan-With-4-Weeks-of-Lesson-Plans-and-Activities-8807626
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Great-Gatsby-Reading-Guide-With-Chapter-Questions-and-Vocabulary-8010015
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Great-Gatsby-Essay-Unit-for-Literary-Analysis-Writing-With-Lesson-Plans-7866906
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Great-Gatsby-Test-Final-Exam-Editable-With-Answer-Key-Kahoot-Game-8803947
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Great-Gatsby-Bell-Ringers-and-Entry-Tasks-4-Weeks-of-Daily-Prompts-8803460
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Great-Gatsby-Dear-Daisy-Letter-Writing-Activity-For-Use-After-Chapter-4-8806961
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Rationale: 
This activity helps students to visualize the extravagance of the homes in The Great 

Gatsby and understand the topography and setting in the novel. Students use Google 

Maps to fill in a map of the area, Zillow to find lavish properties in the area, and a search 

engine of their choice to find images specific to the setting. 

Suggested Lesson Process: 

1. Assign each student a partner and pass out the Setting Scavenger Hunt copies (pp. 

4-5, printed front-to-back). Instruct students to complete the scavenger hunt in pairs. 

2. When most groups are finished, instruct each group to meet with another group to 

compare maps. Assign each group a question or set of questions to present to the 

class (1-3, 4-5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10). 

3. Use the rest of the class period to have students present their findings from the 

scavenger hunt to the class. 

At the end of this lesson, students will be ready to start reading The Great Gatsby. 
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The Great Gatsby Setting Scavenger Hunt
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Student Name: ______________________________________________________

The Great Gatsby Mapping & House Hunting

It can be difficult to visualize the extravagance of the homes in The Great Gatsby and the 

topography of the area can be confusing. To gain an understanding of the setting of F. 

Scott Fitzgerald’s most famous novel, complete the following scavenger hunt! 

The Great Gatsby Scavenger Hunt Task List: 

4

1.  Find Great Neck, circle it, and write “West Egg” above Great Neck. 

2.  Find Manhasset, circle it, and write “East Egg” above Manhasset.

3.  Draw a line across the water from West Egg to East Egg. 

4. Use Google Maps (or something equivalent) and map how one would drive 

from Great Neck to Downtown Flushing (Queens NY).  Draw the route on your 

map and next to Flushing write, “The Valley of Ashes.” 

The Great Gatsby Setting Scavenger Hunt
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The Great Gatsby Scavenger Hunt Task List (continued): 

5

5. Use Google Maps (or something equivalent) and map how one would drive 
from Downtown Flushing to West 158th Street, New York, NY. Draw the route on 

your map and write “Tom’s Apartment” next to 158th Street. 

6. Go to Zillow.com and search for properties in Great Neck. Set the minimum 

price to $6,000,000. Choose the most lavish property and describe it below:  

7. Go to Zillow.com and search for condos and in Manhattan. Set the minimum 

price to $10,000,000. Choose an impressive property and describe it below:  

8. Search “King’s Pointe Estate, The Great Gatsby” and click on “Images” in the 

search results. Describe the King’s Pointe Estate below: 

9. Search “The Valley of Ashes” and click on “Images” in the search results. 

Describe the Valley of Ashes below: 

10. You have just mapped out the setting of The Great Gatsby and viewed homes 

similar to those in the novel. In 2-3 sentences, describe the setting for the novel. 

The Great Gatsby Setting Scavenger Hunt
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Student Name: ______________________________________________________

Sample Map 

It can be difficult to visualize the extravagance of the homes in The Great Gatsby and the 

topography of the area can be confusing. To gain an understanding of the setting of F. 

Scott Fitzgerald’s most famous novel, complete the following scavenger hunt! 

The Great Gatsby Scavenger Hunt Task List: 

6

1.  Find Great Neck, circle it, and write “West Egg” above Great Neck. 

2.  Find Manhasset, circle it, and write “East Egg” above Manhasset.

3.  Draw a line across the water from West Egg to East Egg. 

4. Use Google Maps (or something equivalent) and map how one would drive 

from Great Neck to Downtown Flushing (Queens NY).  Draw the route on your 

map and next to Flushing write, “The Valley of Ashes.” 

The Great Gatsby Setting Scavenger Hunt
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Click for my complete Unit Plan for The Great Gatsby. All the prep work is 
done! This is my 4-week unit calendar – click the link above for a detailed 

preview or use the calendar as a pacing tool to create your own unit! 

7

Unit Calendar & Pacing ToolThe Great Gatsby

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Great-Gatsby-Unit-Plan-With-4-Weeks-of-Lesson-Plans-and-Activities-8807626
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Great-Gatsby-Unit-Plan-With-4-Weeks-of-Lesson-Plans-and-Activities-8807626


• Use this item for 
personal/student use in a 

single classroom.
• Purchase licenses at a big 

discount for others to use 
this resource.

• Enjoy this product for 
years to come (check 

back for updated 
versions). 

• Give this item to your 
friends or colleagues.

• Copy this item for use by 
others.

• Post this item online for 
download. 

• Post this item or any like 
copy for sale or for free.

  ©LoveandLetLit, all rights reserved. Purchase of this 

   resource entitles the purchaser the right to reproduce 

   the pages in limited quantities for single classroom use 

  only. Duplication for an entire school, an entire school 

  system or commercial purposes is strictly forbidden 

   without written permission from the publisher. 

Copying any part of this product and placing it publicly on the internet in any form 
(even a personal/classroom website) is strictly forbidden and is a violation of the 

Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). Privately accessible teaching platforms 

such as Google Classroom are permitted. 

© LoveandLetLit

Thank You for Respecting My Work.

You May: You May Not:

EMAIL: If you enjoyed this resource, sign up for my email list. I send occasional 

emails with freebies and teaching tips and I won’t share your email. 

A logo on a circular surface

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A logo of a camera

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A white circle with a blue and white circle with a gray envelope

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A blue and white circle with a black background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A blue and white circular logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

THANK 

YOU:
I’m grateful for your purchase and hope these resources make your 

teaching journey easier and more rewarding.

https://subscribepage.io/bkrLlo
https://www.facebook.com/loveandletlit/
https://www.instagram.com/loveandletlit/
https://subscribepage.io/bkrLlo
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/love-and-let-lit?utm_source=Terms%20of%20Use%20&utm_campaign=TOU%20Page
https://www.pinterest.com/jacquedecker/


The Road to Gatsby
A Slideshow on F. Scott Fitzgerald & the Roaring Twenties



W. C. Handy, 
Beale Street Blues
1921



Part I. The Artist as a Young Man
1896-1920



Young Scott with his 
father, Edward 
Fitzgerald
1899



The author’s 
mother, Mollie 
McQuillan
1890





Fitzgerald at age 
15
1911



Fitzgerald in his 
freshman year at 
Princeton 
University
1913



The songbook for 
Fitzgerald’s first 
play at Princeton



Trains at Camp 
Sheridan, near 
Montgomery, 
Alabama
1918



Date

While at a country club 
in Montgomery, 
Fitzgerald meets the 
wealthy 18 year-old, 
Zelda Sayre

1918







The “Gibson Girl”



Fitzgerald wrote a vaudeville 
play, “Midnight Flappers”



Part II. New York in the Artistic & 
Literary Imagination
1920s



Filling station with billboards
1923



Alfred Stielglitz, 
“Old and New New 
York” 
1910



Georgia O’Keefe, 
“Radiator Building—

Night, New York” 

1927



Howard Thain, “The Great White Way” (1925) 



Joseph Stella, “Battle of Lights, Coney Island” (1913)



Fortunato Depero, “Broadway—Crowd—Roxi Theatre” (1930) 



Part III. Characters as Readers
What does each character’s reading habits reveal about their personality?



Horatio Alger (1832-1899) is 
known for having written 
dozens of rags-to-riches novels 
in the 19th century.  



Lothrop Stoddard, 
The Rising Tide of Color

1920



Excerpt from page 308: 



Thorstein Veblen, The 
Theory of the Leisure 
Class
1899



Veblen argues that people engage in 
“conspicuous consumption” when they 
purchase expensive but useless items —
items whose only function is to signal that 
the purchaser has money in excess. 





Part IV. Drafting The Great Gatsby
1922-1925



The Fitzgeralds lived on the wealthy peninsula of Great Neck, Long 
Island — squeezed between “new money” mansions. 
1922-1923



Fitzgerald attended a party at a mansion in Great Neck owned 
by Clarence Mackay and called “Harbor Hill.” 
1923



Scott and Zelda also hosted parties at their Great Neck house 
1923



“That was always my experience — a poor boy in a 
rich town; a poor boy in a rich boy’s school; a poor 
boy in a rich man’s club at Princeton.…  However, I 
have never been able to forgive the rich for being 
rich, and it has colored my entire life and works.”

— F. Scott Fitzgerald, 1938



Scott and Zelda with daughter Scottie and nanny in France. 
1924



First page of 
Fitzgerald’s 
handwritten 
draft of The 
Great Gatsby



Last page of 
Fitzgerald’s 
handwritten 
draft of The 
Great Gatsby



Rejected Titles

Among the Ash Heaps and Millionaires

Trimalchio in West Egg

Gold-hatted Gatsby

Trimalchio

The High-Bouncing Lover

Under the Red, White, and Blue



Francis Cugat, 
Celestial Eyes

1925



Book review from the Plain Dealer (May 23, 1925) 
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